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What a brst term we have had! Amongst all of
the usual hustle and bustle of school life, our
musicians have again produced a number of
outstanding events during this second half of
the term.

We have also seen the retirement of our bass
teacher, Tony Osborne, after 30 years service.
| am absolutely delighted to be able to
welcome Jim Pullen to the department. Jim
teaches electric bass and double bass and
lessons have now begun in earnest. You may
have heard him playing in the orchestra for
last year!s production of Evita.

John Kane (Head of Strings) has moved onto
new challenges and | am looking forward to
appointing a new violin teacher for the
beginning of next term. Watch this space.

We are also looking forward to adding to our
visiting instrumental staff in January with the
appointment of Elin Davies to teach French
Horn. If you would like your son or daughter to
learn a musical instrument, please contact
Leanne Elcox (Music Administration Assistant)
for further detalils:
LeanneElcox@leightonpark.com

It's never too late to join a music department
hobby and if your son or daughter is
interested in becoming involved, please
encourage them to speak to any member of
the music department for more information.

Next term will be as busy as ever with
continued Wednesday evening concerts and
of course the big event of the year, the annual
House Music competition. Further details of
forthcoming events can be found on page 4 of
this mailing.

There are still a few places available for the
concert tour to Sicily in July. Please let
Rosemary Scales know as soon as possible if
you like your son or daughter to participate.

| hope to see many of you all at an event next
term and the 'Friends of Leighton Park Music!
continue to support our events by providing
interval refreshments at our concerts. As ever,
| would like to thank them for their continued
support. If you are interested in joining the
IFriends of Leighton Park Music" please let us
know.

We hope that you can join us at an event next
term and as ever, | am sure there will be
something for everybody.
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Planning is well underway for the next overseas concert tour by the Senior Choir and orchestra.

The itinerary for our tour in July 2012 to Sicily for the Senior Choir and orchestra is now beginning
to take shape. There are a few places left - places contact Rosemary Scales as soon as possible if
you would like to book a seat on the plane for this fantastic opportunity.

Carol Singing at Lakeside

Residential Centre, Earley

Alex Cheng (U6th) organised a visit to the recently
opened Lakeside Residential Centre with a group of
Sixth Formers. Supported by piano (Matt Richardson)
and drums (Julian Bown), the residents were treated
to a fun and festive session of carols, mince pies
made by the students and even some impromptu
dancing!

The 25 residents were incredibly impressed with our
students and the manager told us that Ghey have
many residents who bnd it hard to communicate well
through speech. However when a song comes on,
they not only love it but remember and sing every
word.GShe went on to say that: Qeighton Park is now
ofbcially my favourite school, you all just interacted so
well with the residents, it makes such a difference. It
was all very natural.O

Many congratulations, and thanks, to all of the
students involved in this event. | hope it is the brst of

many more Visits to this centre in the future.



Forthcoming events for your diary include:

Spring Term:

Wednesday 1st February Composers Concert 7.15pm
Wednesday 7th March Soloists! Concert 7.15pm
Thursday 8th March House Music 6.30pm
Wednesday 14th March Scholars! Concert 7.15pm

In the summer term, there will be our
usual range of events plus our brst
World Music Concert on 16th May.
Any pupils who have an interest or a
particular specialism in performing
World Music should speak to a

member of the music department.

The drama department are busily preparing for the Senior production of Our
Country !s Good in February and Chris Mitchell, Assistant Director of Music, has
been composing a wonderful score of mostly original music to support this venture.
We are all looking forward to seeing the performances of the actors combined with

the effect of his music. Make sure you book your tickets early!

Who are the Friends of Leighton Park Music?

We are a group of like-minded parents and former parents who would like to
encourage and support the work of the Music department and pupils. We believe in
the importance and value of music both within and outside of the school
community. The purpose of the group is to develop further the ideas and activities
of the department.

If you are interested in joining the Friends of Leighton Park Music or just Pnding out
a bit more, then please contact either: Lynda Colborne on 07799 693149 or Julie
Mead on 07885 024070.

FriendsOfL PMusic@Ieightonpark.com




Christmas is coming!

The Christmas Concert is a great
success

Our annual Christmas celebrations
started with the Christmas Concert,
which involved almost all of the
department!s ensembles and featured
around 150 pupils on stage in total
throughout the evening.

There was an enormous range of festive
performances from the following:
Saxophone Ensembile;

Guitar Ensemble;

String Group;

Chamber Choir;

A selection of duets, Rutes and vocal;
Fryer Voices;

Year 8 Vocal Trio;

Guitar and voice duets and solos;
Sixth Form girls;

Brass Group;

Beats Workin!;

Wind Ensembile;

Vocal solos;

Senior Choir;

Orchestraand . . .

Alegr’a, a small staff vocal group.

It was a mammoth event and the high
standard of performances was
maintained from beginning to the very
end. The performers were asked to wear
an item of red and this ranged from red
shirts and ties to some very unusual
Christmas hats.

Christmas Evening Meeting

A much more formal event, Christmas Evening Meeting, was
held on the last Sunday of term and was the usual blend of
individual music items, readings and carols. It was a very
moving and appropriate end to our Christmas celebrations.

The evening Pnished with the usual rousing session of
Community carol singing in Peckover, accompanied by
minced pies and mulled fruit juice. #




Apps for the iPhone and the iPad for use in the

music classroom

Tonara App

With Tonara, playing music becomes a fun, cool and interactive
experience.

Tonara enables you to download digital sheet music to your iPad, and is
the Prst interactive sheet music app which listens to you playingand
follows along by itself, whatever speed you play at.$lt indicates your
current position on the score and turns the pages for you automatically.$
You can also record your performances and share with your friends.$So
whether you enjoy playing classical or popular music, the Tonara app will
change the way you play music and it!s free from the app store.

Steinway Metronome
Steinway & Sons, maker of the world!s Pnest pianos, has created a digital

metronome for the 21st century musician.

You can dial in the speed of the piece being practiced or just tap along to
let the app Pnd it for you. It has a wide range of time sgnature settings
and displays the correct musical term for the chosen tempo. Best of all,
it!s free!

Evernote

More and more pupils are discovering Evernote
and using it to make notes in lessons.

Evernote makes it easy to remember things big
and small from your everyday life using your
computer, phone, tablet and the web.

With Evernote, all of your notes, web clips, Ples
and images are made available on every device
and computer you use. Save everything useful and
exciting you see online and in the real world. Snap
a photo, record some audio and save it.Share your
notes and collaborate on projects with friends and

classmates. And much, much more . ..



