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20th May 2020 

   

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Year 9 Guided Distance Learning - update Summer 2020 

We are writing to outline the planned changes to the Guided Distance Learning for Year 
9 students that will commence after half-term.   

Following recent Government advice, it now looks increasingly unlikely that Year 9 
students will return to school during the Summer Term.  With this in mind, we have 
decided to ‘reset’ their lessons and ‘refocus’ their minds so as to maximise the second 
half of the Summer Term in a positive way.   

As such, after half term, we have designed a transitional programme, ‘Year 9 Path to 
GCSEs’, so that our students are able to focus more clearly on the GCSE options that they 
have chosen to study. While many subjects will continue to deliver their planned 
content, as it is considered to be important GCSE preparation, some subjects may decide 
to move into the delivery of GCSE type work ahead of September.  Departments will have 
the flexibility of approach depending on what they consider is the most appropriate 
emphasis at this time. 

From the 1st June until the end of term all students will be expected to continue to 
attend lessons in the Core subjects: 

• English 
• Mathematics 
• Sciences (all 3), and  
• PE 

In addition, and to replace the Global Mindedness week, all students will also join the 
Global Perspective classroom to undertake an independent reading and research 
project, which will act as a catalyst into this new core GCSE. Further details will be 
provided to students at their Year 9 Collect on Wednesday 3rd June. 

After half term, and in addition to the Core subjects, students will be able to focus on 
attending those subjects that they have selected for GCSE.  Students will continue to 
follow their current timetable with their current teachers/classes, however, there will be 
a reduction in the class size of many option subjects which will enable more focused 
learning to take place.  

In following the current timetable every student will have created a number of ‘lesson 
gaps’ or ‘study periods’ where they are no longer studying a specific subject.  Students 
will be expected to use these ‘study periods’ to complete the  prep and extension work 
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that will now be set on a weekly basis in Maths, English and Science alongside a Global 
Perspectives project, to promote positive reinforcement in the Core subject areas. In 
addition to the changes above, online progress tests have been planned and assessed 
work will be set in all subjects during the second half of the Summer Term, as noted in 
the additional Assessment letter sent to parents/guardians on this subject.  

For those students who have selected an option that pertains to the Technology 
Carousel (DT, Computer Science, Textiles or Food Science) or Engineering, new 
classrooms will be established for these subjects.  Please note that ‘DT & Engineering’ 
options and ‘Music & Creative Media Production’ options, will be delivered together in 
either the current DT or Music timetabled lessons.    For those students who have opted 
for GCSE PE, a new classroom will be established, and lessons will be scheduled every 
Thursday, period 5, during the current Games lesson.   

While we are aware that there may be some minor complexities to resolve with some 
student options within this new ‘Year 9 Path to GCSE’ programme, we do hope that this 
change will prove to be a more positive and productive experience overall.  This is not an 
official start to the GCSE programme, but we hope that the subtle changes to their week 
will give them greater purpose alongside some added opportunities for independent 
study and research.  Any student who wishes to continue with their full Year 9 timetable 
of lessons will, of course, be able to do so. 

In the first half of this term, Year 9 students have been excellent in how they have applied 
themselves to our Guided Distance Learning.  We now want to encourage all students 
to remain engaged, active and purposeful after a well-earned break next week.  

If you have any questions regarding the above plans, or wish to discuss your 
son/daughter’s GCSE options, please do get in touch with us by email as outlined below: 

marksimmons@leightonpark.com  or karengracie-langrick@leightonpark.com  

  
With very best wishes 

      
 
Mark Simmons       Karen Gracie-Langrick 
Head of Year 9       Deputy Head, Academic 
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